CHIEF DISAGREES 




No Evidence of ‘Boss,’ 



Says Giarrusso 



By CLARENCE DOUCET 
Police Supt. Joseph I. Giar- 
russo acknowledged Monday 
that organized crime exists in 
New Orleans, but he disagreed 
sharply with national crime ex- 
perts who identify Carlos Mar- 
cello as the “boss.” 

Giarrusso, maintaining that 
organized crime in New Or- 
leans is unique, asserted that 
investigation by his depart- 
ment has not revealed “one 
iota of evidence” that indi- 
cates there is an “overlord” 
or “boss” who directs the 
rackets here. 

Speaking of Carlos Marcello, 
identified by the federal govern- 
ment as head of La Cosa Nostra 
in Louisiana, Giarrusso said his 
■ department has not established 
a “direct connection” between 
him and the rackets in the city, 

- although there are persons 
I “fronting” for him. 

• He said that to some degree 
, persons who are known to af- 

- filiate with Marcello as well as 
L relatives of Marcello do operate 

- here, and in this sense the de- 
partment “has reason to believe 
there is some connection be- 
tween Carlos Marcello and peo- 
ple over here.” 

LINK TO SYNDICATES 
He cited the activity of book- 
makers, the operation of pin- 
ball machines and the promo- 
. tion of other forms of vice as 
areas where organized crime 
, exists, and in the area of book- 
makers he said there are links 
' to national gambhng syndicates. 

Giarrusso made the state- 
ments at a press conference in 
his office Monday morning. 

He said the subject of or- i 
ganized crime has reached 
such a crescendo in the news 
media that it is imperative for 
the New Orleans Police De- 
partment to “clearly define 
its role and position in this ' 
matter.” 

In a formal statement dis- 



tributed prior to the question- 
and-answer session, Giarrusso , 
said: 

“There has been a semanti- ^ 
cal difference of the definition t 
of organized crime as given by i 
, some individuals, compared to ; 

I the definition as maintained by ' 

, the Department of Police. Tne ^ 
difference is, if we subscribe to 
the definition as mentioned by 
j others, we would be admitting 
I that we are in collusion with the 
, people that have been men- 
tioned in organized crime. 
There has been no allegation or 
mention that anyone in the De- 
partment of Police has been 
connected with anyone in organ - 1 
ized crime. Therefore, I sub-^ 
scribe to all of the elements - 
present in the definition of or- 
ganized crime with the excep- 
tion of the one which says we 
would be acting in concert or in 
Icoliusion with these criminals.” 

REVIEW OF REPORT 

Giarrusso, noting the report 
on organized crime of Ivor A. 
Trapolin, chairman of the May- 
or’s Advisory Committee on 
Crime and Delinquency, said he 
is requesting the U.S. attorney 
in New Orleans to review the 
report and question anyone else 
with information on organized 
crime. 

He said the p urpose of 
Cont. in Sec. l, Pa^5, Col. 2 
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this is for the U.S. attorney to 
“determine, after careful 
analysis, if there is enough 
substance and weight to these 
allegations that they may be 
brought before the federal 
grand jury.” 

Concerning TrapoUn, Giar- 
russo said he had sought the 
attorney’s permission to make 
public information he gave to 
the police department concern- 
ing organized crime, but Trapo- 
lin would not give such authori- ' 

ty- 

Giarrusso said Trapolin re- 
fused to allow him to make pub- ' 
lie a transcript of Trapolin’s 
testimony before the NOPD in- 
telligence unit on April 22. 

TRAPOLIN UNDER FIRE 



Trapolin has been under fire 
I from the administration since 

■ his report contended that organ- ■ 

■ ized crime ■ has infiltrated the ' 

‘ tourist industry and other areas ‘ 
‘ of the city economy. ' 

Referring to Trapolin in his 
^formal statement, Giarrusso 
' said: “I honestly believe that 
' Mr. Trapolin feels he is defend- 

■ ing a situation that he genuinely 
' and sincerely is convinced ex- 
’ ists here in this community. I 

want to publicly state that I 
have the utmost regard and re- 
spect for Mr. Trapolin, and 
would want my remarks to be 
construed only in the context of 
an honest difference of opin- 
ion.” ' ' 



1 (Trapolin told The Times- 
Picayune Monday afternoon that 
when he was interviewed by in- 
telligence officers on April it 
was an off-the-cuff interview. 
He said that he was not aware 
of what the officers were going 
to question him about, and that 
|he considered the conversation 
I of a “confidential nature.” Trap- 




/ 



THE TIMES-PICAYUNE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.. TUESDAY MORNING, JU 



olin added that the interview 
was conducted some two months 
ago, that he did not remember] 
its contents, and that since that 
time he has developed a great 
deal of additional information.) 

THREE PROPOSALS 

Three other recommenda- 
tions by Giarrusso, which he 
said Could assist the police in 
imprdving the organized crime 
picture included; 

—Convicted repeaters on 
vice charges should be given 
mandatory jail sentences 
which should act as a deter- 
rent and assist the police in 
enforcing vice laws. 

—Legislative action at the 
state level. 

—Additional manpower 
and funds to operate the New 
Orleans police department at 
peak efficiency. 

Giarrusso, obviously miffed 
at federal authorities who have 
criticized local law enforcement 
efforts aimed at organized, 
crime, said: 

“We don’t need anyone 
rom Washington, D.C., to tell 
us what’s wrong with the city.” 

He said there is no “over- 
lord” per se, someone who con- 
trols the rackets, who pushes 
buttons to get things, done and 
decides what bookies will oper- 
ate and what bookies will re- 
main closed. 

He said concentration' 
should be in those areas of or-' 
ganized crime where something 
can be done to stop the criminal 
activity. 

OUTLAWING MACHINES 

Giarrusso said that if the 



state Legislature would outlaw 
pinball machines as gambling 
machines, similar to what was 
done in the case of slot ma- 
chines, police could deal more 
effectively with this form of 
gambling. 

He also said there should 
be a central agency in the 
state, preferably in the state 
police, that co^d coordinate 
all the intelligence on organ- 
ized crime and disseminate it 
to the various local law en- 
forcement agencies. 

He also suggested that fed- 
eral authorities could be 
“freer” in turning over intelli- 
gence on organized crime to lo- 
cal law enforcement agencies. 

His statement said his de- 
partment has interviewed Tra- 
polin and is interested in getting 
“any and all information from 
anyone that would assist us in 
combating organized crime.” 

In relationship to' what 
NOPD is doing in this area, his 
statement said; 

“The Department of Police 
has men especially assigned to 
the intelligence division to work 
full-time on organized crime. 
We coordinate our efforts with 
all agencies, including federal 
agencies, in an attempt to gath- 
er as much information and ev- 
idence as we possibly can in the 
area of organized crime.” 
INTELLIGENCE UNIT 
■He said NOPD was the first 
Southern police force to be giv- 
en membership in the Law En- 
forcement Intelligence Unit 
(LEIU), a national alliance of 
police intelligence units which 



surveys organized crime on a 
national basis. 

The statement rejected the 
idea that a staff of outside ex- 
perts should be called in to 
clarify the problem. “We do not 
need an outside staff of experts 
to come into our city, using 
high-sounding phrases and eu- 
phemisms, to tell us that organ- 
ized crime and gambling are 
present. We must be honest 
with ourselves about conditions 
that exist here.” 

The statement said that to 
spend money for outsiders to 
“tell us what’s wrong indicates 
that we do not have the sinceri- 
ty of purpose nor the determina- 
tion to do the job ourselves. I 
am convinced we do have all of 
the necessary qualities— and 
more— to do the job. Rather 
than experts, what we now need 
is more policemen, equipment, 
and an increase in the number 
of men in our patrol divisions 
and foot beats. We must enlarge 
our vice, narcotics and intellig- 
ence divisions. We do not need 
so-called experts to tell us we 
need this. We know this our- 
selves. So, if any funds are 
going to be spent, they should 
be spent for additional police- 
men.” 

Giarrusso was also asked to 
comment on a statement by 
Ralph Salerno. The Salerno 
statement, which appeared in 
Sunday’s Times-Picayune, sug- 
gested that Giarrusso coidd not 
say what he’d like about organ- 
ized crime because he was part 
of a structure. Giarrusso said 
he has high regard for Salerno, 
but that he was “completely in 
error” on that point. He said 
that since Mayor Victor H. Schi- 
ro has been in the office, he 
(Giarrusso) has had “free rein” 
to operate the police depart- 
ment. . ' ' 




